Participation in Global Workshop: Nutrition Sensitive Fish Agrifood System, Siem Reap, Cambodia
The four days global workshop: Nutrition-sensitive fish agri-food systems, ended with
commitment to enabling environment for new research on fish for nourishment held from
5-8 December 2017 in Siem Reap Cambodia.
Two participants from Nepal were invited in this workshop; Mr. Khop Narayan
Shrestha, Executive Director from MDI Nepal and Prof. Dr. Sunila Rai from Agriculture
and Forestry University (AFU), Rampur, Chitwan.
The main purpose of this workshop was to heighten the understanding of nutritionsensitive fish agri-food systems approaches, develop action plans for implementation,
identify methods for monitoring and evaluation, and advocate and influence global and
country strategies.
The event was opened by H.E. Dr. Yim Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman
of Council for Agricultural and Rural Development (CARD), Royal Government of
Cambodia
The event saw 150 participants from 20 countries discussing a need to shift from fish
production approaches to fish agri-food systems that are more geared to nutritionsensitive outcomes.
Participants at the workshop, including representatives of governments, UN
organizations, NGOs and research institutes reflected that fish agri-food systems were
not as well researched as other areas of agriculture making informed decisions on how
to invest difficult.
On behalf of MDI Nepal, Mr. Shrestha presented the successful case on breeding of
common carp (Cyprinus carpio) in 2500 m altitude of Jumla through the rigorous efforts
of 3 years (2014-2017). Participants in the workshop were found very much interested
to see this innovation and expected to contribute fish in nutrition sensitive agri-food
system for the highland dwellers of Nepal. Mr. Shrestha in his brief presentation
remarked that ‘This is the tiny battle we have won; A large battle is yet to be fought for
its wider application in the highland of Nepal’.
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